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Cold and brisk, but at 
least sun will be out. B6 


Unsupervised girl assaulted 


Treatment center failed to monitor her contact with an adult. 


By CHRIS SERRES 
chris.serres@startribune.com 


A girl being treated for abuse 
at a youth facility in west-cen- 
tral Minnesota was sexually 
assaulted by an older adult after 


case managers and guardians, 
according to a state investiga- 
tive report released Monday. 
On the second outing, the 
girl disappeared for three days 
and was later found by police in 
Iowa, with evidence of sexual 


gering the girl’s health and has 
been disqualified from direct 
contact with vulnerable per- 
sons receiving services from 
state social service agencies. 
Heartland Girls’ Ranch is a 
working horse ranch that serves 


Refugee 
actions 
chill new 
arrivals 


EXPLODES being allowed to leave without assaultandwithbruisingonher girls ages12to17 who have been Slowdown especially 

IN SUBW AY adequate supervision. neck, “as though she had been victims of sexual exploitation, “There was a cascade of mis- acute in Minnesota. 
Staff at the treatment cen- choked,” the report said. including human trafficking. communications here. ... This 

ISIS-inspired man ter, Heartland Girls’ Ranch The staff member respon- Since the assault, Heartlandhas was a monumental screw-up.” By MILA KOUMPILOVA 


seriously injured of Benson, allowed the girlto sible for communicating with completed an administrative Roberta Opheim, mkoumpilova@startribune.com 
during rush-hour go on two unsupervised trips the girls guardians and case review and has increased com- state ombudsman for mental 
terror attempt in into the community without managers in Wright County munication between the facility health and developmental The year ahead is shaping 
Manhattan. A4 properly notifying her county was cited for seriously endan- See ASSAULT on A5> disabilities up to be sluggish for refugee 
arrivals in Minnesota. 
Critics bash President Donald Trump 
tax analysis this fall set the maximum num- 
Treasury's rosy ber of refugees nationally at 
assumptions about 45,000 for the fiscal year, slash- 
tax plan derided as ing that ceiling by more than 
“fake math.” A4 half. But more recent admin- 
5 . . istration guidelines could 
E.U. says no Under Daytons order, state agencies are cutting energy use R T mae 
to Netanyahu slowdown in Minnesota, tra- 
It refuses to follow ditionally one of the country’s 
Trump’s lead on By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY = key resettlement destinations. 


Jerusalem. A3 


jmarcotty@startribune.com 


Even as it rolls out more 
intense vetting for all refugees, 


Alabama race Larry Herke’s budget never the United States is extendinga 
anyone's guess quite covered the electric bill pause on arrivals from 11 coun- 
Today’s turnout is for Minnesota’s state-operated tries, including Somalia, a top 
key as Roy Moore military facilities — until he dis- country for refugees coming to 
battles Doug Jones covered energy conservation. this state. The administration 


for Senate seat. A4 


It took five years and a 
transformation in the mili- 
tary’s “use-it-and-dispose-of-it 


also suspended indefinitely a 
program knownas “follow-to- 
join,” used by many refugees 


LOCAL NEWS culture,” but he succeeded in resettled here to reunite with 
Veterans get eliminating a $1 million annual spouses and children. 

historic home shortfall in energy funds. “In my office, lam prepared 
Anoka renovates “It was a way of survival,” for a big cut,” said Michelle 
housing for at-risk said Herke, who was a facilities Eberhard, who leads refugee 
vets just in time manager for the state Depart- services at Arrive Ministries, 


for winter. B1 


ment of Military Affairs. 
Nowhe’s spreading the same 


one of five Twin Cities reset- 
tlement agencies. “I would be 


$15 wage will ethic for energy, water and See REFUGEES on A8 > 
go forward waste throughout Minnesota’s 

Judge denies an far-flung government agencies 

ini ; : A SLOWDOWN IN 
injunction to halt and their 30,000 employees. REFUGEE ARRIVALS 


Jan. 1implementa- 
tion in Mpls. B1 


Groups claim 
‘blacklisting’ 
Council’s conflict- 
of-interest ban on 
SWLRT contractors 
draws rebuke. B1 


This month, Gov. Mark 
Dayton issued an order that 
requires all state agencies to 
hit aggressive and specific 
environmental goals in the 
next decade and a half — 30 
percent less gasoline and die- 
sel, 15 percent less water, anda 
75 percent rate ofrecycling and 
composting. He’s following in 
the sustainability footsteps of 
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ONDJFMAMJ JASON 
16 "17 
Note: Donald Trump won the 


SBORTS about half of the Fortune 500 EA aes 
U holds on for corporations and joining a — 
68-64 victory growing number ofblue states 
Bulldogs barked like California and Massachu- 


at Gophers’ heels 
most of game. C3 


setts and some red ones like 
North Carolina. 
Cutting back on pollution 


Transgender 


Osseo boxer and waste easily supersedes l 

gets last laugh politics when state govern- peop e can 

Caleb Truax ments emphasize cost savings, ° 

wasn't supposed said Alli Gold Roberts, state enlist Jan ° 1 

to win the world policy director for CERES, a - 

title. C3 national nonprofit that advises a ee = Judge said military ban 
institutions on sustainability. GLEN STUBBE « glen.stubbe@startribune.com is likely unconstitutional. 
Justasitis for corporations, “this Crews installed solar panels on the state Senate Office Building roof at the Capitol complex. 

BUSINESS is a bottom-line issue,” she said. The work is part of Gov. Mark Dayton’s order directing state agencies to conserve energy. By HELENE COOPER 

3M sells unit But getting there isn’t New York Times 

to Corning exactly easy. ’ 

The divestiture is Herke, now director of the MINNESOTA'S GREEN GOALS WASHINGTON - Transgen- 

just the latest in state’s sustainability office, Vehicle fossil fuel consumption Greenhouse gas emissions der people will be allowed to 

Minnesota firm’s said if the military can do it, : 2 enlist in the military begin- 

realignment. D1 so can any other organization. 30% reduction by 2027 30% reduction by 2025 ning Jan. 1, Defense Depart- 

“Changing the culture there F ment officials said Monday, a 

was pretty tough,” he said. Water consumption Energy move that pauses President 

VARIETY See GREEN on A5» 15% reduction by 2025 30% less per sq. ft. by 2027 Donald Trump’s effort to bar 

‘Annie’ revival transgender troops. 

lifts the spirits A federal judge allowed an 

Lively production October order suspending the 

at the Ordway cel- ban to remain in effect, pending 


ebrates survival in 
troubled times. E1 


Fargo woman admits plotting murder to steal baby 


further legal review. The judge, 
Colleen Kollar-Kotelly of the 
U.S. District Court in Wash- 


ReGen The defendant’s boyfriend pleaded guilty to conspiring to ington, said in aruling Monday 
HEARD? is also charged in the case. kidnap LaFontaine-Greywind’s that the ban most likely violates 
: child and giving false infor- constitutional rights to due 
Gwen Stefanihas By JOHN REINAN mation to law enforcement, process and equal protection. 
signed on to head- john.reinan@startribune.com according to documents filed She rejected the Trump 
line the last of four in Cass County District Court. administration’s argument that 
concerts during Bringing partial closure toa Crews remains held with- it needs more time to prepare 
Super Bowl week shocking case thathas gripped out bail until her sentencing, to process new transgender 


at Mystic Lake. A2 


the Fargo-Moorhead area, a 
38-year-old woman on Monday 
admitted guilt in the killing ofa 
pregnant Savanna LaFontaine- 
Greywind as part of a plot to 
keep the woman’s baby. 
Brooke Crews, of Fargo, 
pleaded guilty to conspir- 
ing to murder the 22-year-old 
LaFontaine-Greywind. She also 


set for Jan. 16. 

“Tm very happy that at least 
one of the two that is currently 
being charged has admitted 
their part in the crime against 
Savanna,” said Janel Herald, 
a close family friend. “Hope- 
fully, she gets the greatest pen- 
alty in North Dakota, which is 

See BABY on A5> 


MICHAEL VOSBURG « The Forum 


recruits for military service. 
“The court is not persuaded 
that defendants will be irrepa- 
rably injured by allowing the 
accession of transgender indi- 
viduals into the military begin- 
ning on Jan. 1, 2018,” she wrote. 
White House press secre- 
tary Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
See TRANSGENDER on A5> 


Brooke Crews pleaded guilty to conspiracy Monday in Fargo. 
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